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SYDUHY, Haroh 28%h ~ All
roads lead to lelbourne
for Australian fandonm, as
gonvention fever meunts.
The 8th Australien
Science Ficiion Cowvent—
ion 1lll be held in
I'elbourne during the
Baster holiday weekend.
According to the xe-~
vised nrogramme, the Con
opers nt 10 a.m. on Good
Priday, 4th April with
regiatrations and what
is desoribed as "informal
mizpling” at the Iel-
bourne Science Pletion
Club roons, 19 Somerset
Plaoa, lelbourne.

(hich is o devil of a
place to findy it'se
directly behind

PoGillls Neuwsagenoy———

but you can’t get to it that way.
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THE NEY FORBRUNNER is & non-profit fan magazine

which specislizes in reporting newa of interest to
fans of soience fiction, the comics, end related
fields. Tt features Australian ifotebock, the col-
umn that begnn as a feature in ore of the editor's
limitedwciroulation aspazlines reporting the golngs-
on of Australian fendom to on audience composed
mainly of American comics faus. HNotebook has now
expanded to corry news of = more general interest

to Australian sclonce fictlon and comics fans, with |
& growing scicnce fiction content. NF zlso regul-
arly carries en extensive section dealing with tls
latest activities of the Sydney Soience Ffiction
Poundation znd its rembers, end is circulated to

all mewbors free of charge. For this resson, NF |
ig described as “The Vewsletter of the Sydney
Solence Fiction Foundation"——but I hope thai
readers who ave not members of that club will net

be deterred from f£indingz cut that NF is more than
that.

Try a road map.) APter that, the progranre

goes: 1.30 pem. ~ Offiolal opening & introductions.
1.45 - Business session.
2.30 - Address by Guest of Honour, Lee Harding(3).
3.00 -~ Panol discussion with Lee Hardlng, (leorge Turner, David Boutland,
Philip Collas, Wynne Whiteford & Ron Smith,
7.30 -~ Announcement and presentation (if possible} of the Australian
Solence Fiction Achievement Awards (Ditmars).
8.00 - Milm: Seconds.
Saturday, 5th Aprils
2.00 - Auction. ( CONTINUED ON PAGE EIGHT)
THE UTW PORERUNYNNR, Number 3, Hay, 1969. Published by Gary lason, Warili Road,
Fronoch's Forest, Neu South Weles 2086, Phone (02) 451 5608. Prigce 100 per copy
4+ B¢ postage, 1f applicable. Subsoripticns: 75e for five issues, including
postaze. Printed by Jobn T. Ryzn, €3q.
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THE SYDUEY SCIENCE FICTION FOUDATION is a non—
profit association of people of all ages with a
sincere and seriocus (but not over-serious) inter-
est in science~fiction and related fields. It
holds regular mestings in the Lones of members,
whore informality is the keynote. Science-fiotion
is & principal, but by no neans the only, topic of |
conversation. The club holds various functions
(e.g., theatre parties to science-fiction movies
and tours of the Syduey Obgervatory have been
arracged) for the enjoyrent of members, and it
boasts o small but repidly-growing library of
soience-fioction and related books, wajazines and
fanzines. Visitors are always welcone.

{1 TEY FORZRUNTER is a & non-profit fan magazine
whick specinlizes in reporting neus of interest to
| fans of science-Tiotion, the comics, and related
fields, It features Australian Netebook, the col-
umr: that began as a feature in one of the editor’s
limited-circulation apazines reporting the goings—
on of Australian fandom to an eudience composed
waiuly of Ameriean comics fang,; and which has now
expanded to carcy news cf a more general interest
te Australian science-fiction and corics fans,with
a groving science~fictlon content. NF also regul-
arly carriss an extensive section dealing with the
latenst activities of the Sydney Science Piotion
Foundation and ite vembers, and is eirculated to
8ll members free of charge. Por thie reason, KF
is desoribed as '"Hewslaetter of the Sydney Science

Fiction Foundation.® }

BU‘T WHO'S

TO BE
SECTY?

The new President of
the Sydney Science
Fiction Poundation

is Peter Darling, who
hesopted the position
as a repiacement for
Zian Willkinson until
the Annmual elections
in }ay. Peter has alsc
consented to stand for
election as President
for 1969~1370.

Peter's aptointment
was announced to a
hushed Commitiee, meet-
ing at Campsie on Tih
larch, and was unanim-
ously approved by all
present.

At the Formal Ileeting
held the same evening,
Zien formally presented
(COFTINUED PAGE THRER)

THE TEW FORSHUFYER, lhumber 3, May, 1969, Publisked by Gary llason, Warili Road,
French'e Porest, Wew Scuth Wales 2086, Phons (02) 451 $608. Price 10c per copy
+ 5S¢ posisge, if applioable. Subseriptions: 7%c¢ for five igsues, including

postage. FPrinted by Joan 'F. Ryan, seq.
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hexr resignation to the meeting, made 2 stirring speech about personality con-
flicts in the club, and announced Peter's appointment to the meeting. Peter
later made a motion that the club's thanks be extended to Zian for the devotion
she has given to the olub since its inception and especially since becoming
President last year——-a motion that was seconded unanimously in a ohorus of all
the voices present.

Zian remains a full repber until August, when 1t is understood that she plans
to become a postal member.

ANOTHER RESIONATION!

Gail Purcell, who stepped into the breach when over-ocommitted Ron Clarke re—
signed as Secretary of the Sydney Science Fiction Foundation last February, has
herself resigned from the position. In her letter of resignation she apologised
for her inability to continue, and said that she had derived great pleasure in
working with the other members of the comrittee. However, transportation and
domestioc difficulties precluded her from attending meetings very oftemn and she
did not think the secretary, who was supposed to keep the mirutes of meetings,
should be a person who could not promise regular attendance.

A replacement has not yet been amnocunced.
RAIN PHEDICTED FOR MAY ...

Following the recent visits of the club to the Jydney Observatory, which were
dempened by rain that made looking through telesocpes impossible on botk nights,
a further tour has been scheduled. It will take place on a I'ondey or a Tuesday
night in l'sy. ‘The President, Peter Darling, has requested that members who wish
to attend this new tour notify him of their interest as soon as possible.
(on~menmbers are also welcome to core along, but they risk having the question
thrown at them——-why don’'t you join?) Peter's address is 56 Pembroke Street,
Fpping, N.S.'. 2121, and his phone number there is 86 4075. The exact date of
the trip will be announced in THE FBH FORERUNNER as soon as possible. Again,
we must acknowledge the help of ¥r Bill Poser, our friend from the U.F.0. In-
vestigation Centre, in arranging the visit. Thank you!

RECRUITING DRIVE GETTING PRESULTS

As reported last month, the Gale Cinema in Pitt Street is rumming a series of
soreenings of science fiotion movies ("for the addioci") on Saturday mornings.
The streamlined, no-interval sessions begin at 9.30 and end at 11.30. Admigeion
is one dollar. 8till to be screened are Jean-Luc Godard's Alphaville on Easter
Saturday, James B. Harris's The Bedford Incident on 12th April, and John Franken-
heimer's Seven Days In May on 19th April. With the free notes distributed to
patrons is a slip of paper advertising the Sydney Scince Piction Foundation in
these terms, “Are you a Soience Fiction 'addict'? If so you will be interested
to hear that a group of people with thie common interest have formed a club.
Regular meatings are held and club memhers have access to a fast growing library
of sf and related literatue.

*Join other addicts! Write for details to:~ SSFF."
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To date, there have been five replies to this advertisement, and Peter Darling,
whose address was given, is hopeful of enticing some of these people to join us.
It was suggested that we prepare a booklet (with offset covers, maybe) to dis-—
tribute to pairons at the last soreening of the series, explaining all aboutv the
olub and fandom in general, but with only three weeks before the end of the
geries——and with the next meeting of the clud scheduled for only the evening
before-~-1it seems that the idea is mot going to be implemented.

The club was happy to weloome one new member during the month, though, He is
Dr Alfred J, Van Der Poorten, who attended the meeting of Tth larch. Dr Van
Der Poorten, not a respondent to the Jala advertisement, is a lecturer and tutor
in the School of Mathematics at the University of New South Wales. He has a
colleotion of over 900 science fiction books, having been a serious colleotor
since about 1965, and a reader for about eight years before that, I think he sail .
He tells us he is always on the lookout for new items to add to his collectionm,
and will be glad to pay reasonable prices for anything he needs that NF readers
may have. He also has a small mumber of duvlicates to trade, I understand.
Readers with books to offer should get in touch with him, Dr Alfred J. Van Der
Poorten, School of Methexzatics, University of N.S.W., Box 1, P.0O,, Kensington,
N.S.W. 2033.

RETURNING OFFICER APPOINTED.

The returning officer for the coming elections was appointed et the Formal
Neeting of Tth March. He is Gary Mason (who?). Ballot forms and instructions
for their completion and return will be sent to members eligible to vote with the
next issue of THE FEW FORERDONNER., Note that people whose membership dues are in
arrears will not be allowed to vote. Please check the back of this FF to see if
you will be financial st the annual meeting, which has now been rescheduled for
16th iay, 1969 at Flat 12, 13 Second Aveme, Campeie, N.S.W, 2194.

So far, candidates are Peter Darling (nominated Zian Wilkinson, seconded Gary
Mason) for President, Jobn Dowden {nominated Zian Wilkinson, seconded Gary Mason)
for Treasurer, and Debbie Dowden (nominated Zian Wilkinson, seconded Gary Mason),
Richard Wrobel (nominated Zian Wilkinson, seconded Gary Mason), and Gary Mason
{nominated Zian Hilkinson, seconded Ron Clarke) for ordinary committee members.
Warren (Glass was algo nominated by Zian Wilkinmon and seconded by Gary Mason for
a position on the committee, and his acceptence is awamited. To date, there are
no cendidates for the position of Secretsry or Vice-President; nominations
(seconded and signed by the candidstes) are invited. Note that 20th April is
the deadline for all nominations. In the abmence of & secretary, these thinga
may be sent to the returning officer whose sddress may ve found in the indicia
at the foot of the front pase of this fine publication.

The election is alsc the ocoasion for the preaentation of oconstitutional amend-
ments (see below, "Amendment Hotions Spark Discussion") and motions to oreate
life members. Pat Terry has been nominated by Zian Wilkinson and seconded by
Gail Purcell for this honour. Further motions should be addressed to the re-
turning officer to reach him (me) before 20th April.
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The Service Page. ..

OLD ADDHESSES. NEW ADDRESSES. | | Following is the scedule
John % Diane Bangsund, (| John & Diane Bangsund,| | of meetings of the Sydney
P.0. Box 19, P,0. Box 109, Science Fioction Foundation
Ferntree Gully, i for April, Hay and June,

|
1
Ferntiree Gully, f

Victoria 3156. | Victoria 3156. 1969. All meetings will be

—— held at Flat 12, 13 Second
Leigh Edmonds, ' Leigh Edmonds, 1 Avenue, Campsie, N.S.W.
Flat 3. | P.0. Box 74, | 2194 and the library there
13 Cardigan Street, | Balaclavae, ®ic. 3183. will be open during meeting
St Xilda, Vie. 3183 | hours.

Penl Stevens, Panl Stevens, | | 8 p.o., Friday, 1Bth fpril

2/20 Merton Street, P.0. Box T4, . 8("":11 o “;:;"‘;6)“
Forth Caulfield, Balaclava, Vic. 3183. | | Pl ks ay.

8 p.m., Friday, 16th May

—— | (Annual general meeting).
| 8 p.m., Friday, 30th May.

8 p.m., Priday, 13th June.

iy / v (June formal meeting).
p = 1\ I y . 8 p.m., Priday, 27th June.

Victoria 3161. !

Hail and Farewell.

The HAIL is to the new President and to the olub, witk my heartiest best
wishes for a long future of success.

The FAREWELL is to the many friends I have made in the club. Believe when
I say T shall miss you all. I{ has been fun and I have taken a grsat deal
of pleasure being your Treasurer and President. I could never have done
anything without the fullest co-operation I have been lucky to have from my
fellow members and my committee. TYom were a great team to work with. I
¥now you will work with the new President and help kim as much as you have
helped me in the past, and that the club goes on to better things in the
future.

Of course, I hope to keep in touch as a postal member after my departure
and hope to hear from you now and again. I shan't forget you all, or the
club. The SSFF hae survived a bad beginning and lack of pro ects. 1t
is picking up gradually and is a friendly place to meet people with gimilar
interests. Informality hes proved to be a good thing up to now. Who knous
what will be forthcoming in the future? From some of the ideas currently in
discussion it should be a real swinging year, busy and full of interest for
sll in the club.

Well, I guess that's it folks——-all that's left except "thanks" and "good
luck". Until we meet again in a few woeks’ or months! time. Au revoir. /

=2
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AMEFDIMENT MOTIOWS SPARK DISCUSSION

Several of the proposed amendments to the Constitution of the Sydney Sclence
Flction Foundation have come under fire in the past month. Specifically, Pat
Terry attacks sll three of the amendments moved by Gary Mason.

The first is = motion to amend Clause 28 to resd, "Any motion in the Minutes

may be rescinded at any formal meeting. Amendments to this Constitution can
only be made at a formal meeting by a 75% affirmative vote of all members cast—
ing baullots. Motions must be in writing and must besr the signature of the or-
iginator and that of a seconder. Notioce of intention to amend rmust be circu-
lated to sll members at least thirty daye in advance of the meeting at which the
vote iz to be taken. HNembers unable to attend may vote by post or by proxy."
The purpose of this amendment 1s to enable ohanges in the organtzation of ocur
rapidly and constantly changing club to be reflected in the rules governing that
organization, rather than lagging a year behind as at present. Says Pat, "Your
proposed amendment to Clause 28 of the Constitution fills me with abaolute
horror. The very reason for the clause as written at present is to avoid a
constant monthly flow of petty amendments, which take up far tco much valuable
time. Long experience in Executive positions in many and varied organizations
such as the T,P.I. Assoclation, The Australian Legion, The R.S.L., &and The
Legion of War Relestives has proven that the wastage of time thus caused results
in the loss of many a good executive; whereas being amble to amend the Constitut-
ion only once, anmially, results inevitsbly in any proposed amendment being
extremely well mtudied beforehand and then is usually well worth while. I
strongly oppose your proposal." If I nay be forgiven for taking the editorial
liberty of answering immediately, I would point out that corparisons between
the T.P.I. Associztion and those other worthy organizations and the Sydney
Soience Piotion Foundation ¢an hardly be valid. The former are long-established,
well-financed and comparatively stable nationgl institutions; the SSFF, despite
its grandiose title, is a rather tiny, particularly unstable group of friende—-
without even a meeting place of its own. When was the last time the RSL met in
members! houses? A large, respectable, settled body can afford to have a rigid
unyielding Conmtitution. ¥hen our club becomes settled in its ways=--may in
about ten years' time---I will definitely sgree that one anmal opportunity to
amend the Constitution is sufficient, but not now. And, um, I hate to mention
+his, but time at formal meetings can hardly be desoribed as particularly “val-
uable” at all, In fact, the occasional Conatitutional amendment might even
serve a good purxpose in giving monthly meetings something to discuss! Lastly,

I point out that amendments under ry proposed rule would be a lot better studied
beforehand than under the present provision---which does not mention any minimum
period for discussion.

The second amendment is to change Clzuse 15 to read, "Persons unable to attend
moetings may be permitted to become Postal Members on payment, in advance, of
an Anmwal Subserivtion as per Clause 14, except that no person living within
fifty miles of the G.P.0., Sydney, may become a postal wember. However, persons
living within this distanoe may; at the discretion of the Committes, become
Aesociate MNembers with subscriptions payable at the mame rate as postal mermberst
subscriptions.™ Pat®s recction is "that the part sbout the 'living within 50
miles of the Sydnsy G.P.0.' 1s sc plainly ridioulous. How nany menmbers living
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mich @ore than only 5 miles from the (,P.0. would you have left? A member
living, say, at Katoomba (well inside your limits) finishes work, goes honme,

bas dinner, changes olothes and then has to travel the distance from his home to
a moeting, and get home again early enough for a necessary night's rest———ab—
solutely ridiculous.” Such a member would be granted permission to becoms an
Amsociate liember. I envisage that people weuld be granted such permission al-
most automatically, the main point being that the Comrittee has this check if
it thinks it is being done.

Katoomba is 683 miles from Sydney, Mr Terry.

The third amendment wes to delete the words "but there must be at least one
Committee Meeting held during Poxmnl Feetinge™ from Clause 19 on the grounds
that it simply is not a practicable requirement: the necessary quorum is not
always available. Pat objects that "unless there is a Committee Meeting =t
stated and known intervals and they are regularly attended---inevitably——
everything gets pushed on to the shounlders of (usually) one willing worker,
and---alse inevitably--~-such o willing worker genarally gete all the blame for
anything that goes wrong, and darned seldom gets any oredit for good work done,
This matter was very thoroughly thrashed out before the Constitution was even
drafted, and the holding of a Committee Meeting during +the monthly Poromal
meeting was a compromize to remove the necessity for Committee liembers to make
extra nights and journeys each nonth. Remove the obligatory Committee meeting
--—-then, very soon, you end up with a petty dictatorship~--or is that the under—
lying object?” I still think that impossibility outweighs desirability every
time. And what do you mean by that last sentence, Pat?

Three other amendments have been received so far. The first is a motion to re-
mmber Clause 17 to become Clause 2, and tkat Clauses 2 through 16 be remmberec
socordingly, so that the Clause setting out the purpcses of the cludb takes ita
rightful place at the head of the document, This was moved by Pat Terry and
seconded by Zian Wilkinson, The seocond ie & motion to delete Clauses 36, 37
and 38 whioh set out certain procedures to be followed in the event of the
dormanocy a.nd/ or winding up of the club. These proocedures invelve a library in
waye that no library will become involved, it hes beem discovered. This motion
vas originated by Pat Terry and seconded by Zian Wilkinson. The third motion
is to amend Clause 16 to read, "Associate and Postal Members have the sane
voting righte as other members." At present, these members can only nominate,
second and vota on the election of officers and on amendments to the Constit-
ution direotly affecting them. This motion will be the first matter on the
agenda, so that if it is passed postal members! votes on the rest of the agenda
may be comnted. (If it is rejected, their votes on matters whioh they ocan't
vote on will not be counted, of course.)

Further Constitutional motions should be sent to the returning officer, signed
and seconded, before 20th April. Copies of the Constitution may be obtained
on request from Ron Clarke, 78 Redgrave Road, Normanburst, N.S.W. 2076.

CLUB DUES REVISED — The new fees set by the Committee on 7th Marech are: $3 for
one year's full membership (81 quarterly if preferred), and $2 for a year's
postal, associate, or speecial merbership. A subscription to THE NEW FORERINNER
is included in these amounts, and you can save your club roney by colleoting your
copy personally at the first meeting in each month.
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AUSTRALIAY FOREBOOK ...
+vo Sydnoy, 28¢h Maroh, 1969,
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SOURCES THIS MONTHs John Bangsund, Ron Clarke, Chris Collier, COSIIC DUSTEUG,
DATILY TELEGRAPH (Sydney), Peter Datling, Leigh Bimonds, Bruoce
Gillespie, Ron Greham, John Ryan, Paul Stevens, THE SUN (Sydney),
THE SUNDAY NAIL (Brisbane), THE SUN-HERALD (Sydney), THE SYDFEY
HORNING HERALD, Pat Terry, TV TIMES, Bill Wright, and (Pardon the
deviation from alphabetical order, but this one only came in late)
THE AUSTRALIAN.

[ .

( COFITNUED) 3.30 - Fan Guest of Honour, John Foyster.
4.00 - Fan panel diecussion, chalred by Leigh Edmonds. (Last I heard,
the panellists vere going to be John Foyster, John Bangsund,
Bernie Bernhouse, Paul Stevens, Ron Clarke, Gary lason and
Leigh Edmonds, disocussing such excruoiating questions as
"Hhat makes a fan tick?”, "7hat is a fan?" and/or "Uhy do
fans exiet?")
8,00 ~ ¥ild party (whatever that means).
All this for only $1.50. The last part of the programme is a f£ilm festival
soheduled for the Capri Thestre, lurrumbeena, starting at 2 p.m. on Easter
Sunday, 6th April. Among the fine films to be shown are The Fabulous World of
Jules Verne ("a continental ef f£ilm,” @ays organizer Paul Stevens), and hope-
fully the Russian £ilm Planet of Storms. There may be a panel discussion on
sf filma and cemsorship later, I understand. $2 will get you into the Sunday
fun.

The pionlc previously scheduled for Saturday has been cancelled. Ccnvention
merbership fees oan be sent now to Blll Uright, 53 Celia Street, Burwood,
Victoria 3125, if you get this issue of NF before Easter, or can be paid ail
the dooxr.

liany observers see this Convention as a oruoial test for Australian fandoms
depending on its success or failure, it will eitker bring about the proverbial
fannish revival or nall the proverbial 1id on the proverbial famnish coffin.
Por ite part, Sydney will have & rather larger contirgent there than last yesrs
expected attendess are Jehn Brosnan, Ron Clarke, Peter Derling, Chris Ouy,
Gary liason, Alex Rcbb, Alfred Van Der Poorten, Zian Wilkineon, and perhaps
Richard ixobel. We're going to try and organise a special get-together on the
Friday evening.

Voting on the Ditmar awards is proceeding at this writing, and winneroc will be
anncurced at the Convention and in the next issue. Nominations were John Bax-
ter (ed): PACIFIC BOOK OF AUSTRALIAN SCIENCE FICTION, A. B. Chandlers PALSE
FATHERLAND (SPARTAN PLANRT), nnd Stephen Cooks Final Flower fcr "Best fustralian
Seience Fiction of any Length, or Colleotions Brian Aldiss: AN AGE, Thoras

1. Disohs CAMP CONCENPTRATION and Charles Harneas: THE RING OF RITORTEL for "Best
International Science Fiotion of any length, or Collection"s Brian Aldiss,
Samuel R. Delany, R. A. Lafferty and Roger Zelasny for "Best Contemporary Writer
of Soience Fiction"; and AUSTRALIAN SCIENCE FICTION REVIEW, THE i FITPOR and RATA-
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PLAW for "Best Australian Amateur Science Fiotion DPubliecation, or Fanzine.”
Write-in votes were allowed. The official closing date was 23rd March, and
ballots arriving after 29th liarch cannot be aoccepted.

Seience fiction writer John Wyndham died on 10th larch, 1969 at his home in
England. Wyndham was the psoudonym of John Beynon Harris. One wire service
described the 65 year old author of THS DAY OF THE THIFMIDS (set in some school
literature courses now) and THE CHRYSALIDS as ths best kmowm British solence
Piction author other than H.G, Wells.

Two issues of Frew's THE PHANTOM have beon published since last issue. They
are No. 388, 6th Farch, 1969, featuring "A Storm in the Caribbean" drawn by
Wilson MNcCoy, a story that previously appeered in Nos.1l47 and 251, and

To. 389, 20th Narch, 1969, which featured Part I of the two-part story of the
"Lady Luck" whose all-girl pireste crew kidnaps Dians Palmer. The "Lady Iuck®
story was drawn by McCoy (possibly in his collaboration with Moore, since it
ien’t signed by KcCoy), and Part I has previously been in Nos.148 ard 252.

Two issuea of Disney comios contained other than straight reprints of Dell
or Gold Key comicas this month, They weres

G.448 UNCLE SCROOGE, 20th March, 1969.
UNCLE SCROOGE Rotbery Under Alnyms (Buropean, 21 pages).
UNCLE SCROOGE Big Rescue Operation (European, 7 peages).

J.55 ACTION-PACKED SPYCIAL!, 27th larch, 1969.
DOFALD & FETHRY The Barn Stormer (American (not Hubbard), 12 pages).
0.0. DUCK The Picnic (Al Hubbard art, 11 pages).
MICKEY & GOOFY The Great Invention {Paul Murry art, 9 pages).
BAGICA & MIN Success Through Goodness (Buropean, 9 pages).
BEAGLE BCYS Wor Iron Bars A Cage (American, 9 pages).

Nothing from Page Publications except a comic-book reprint of DAISY THE PUP
or some such; ro nes Spanish translations from Colour Comios.

The firat issue of YISION OF TONORROW is scheduled for June. It will be bi-
monthly at first, and may becone z nontbly later. The first three issues have
already been planned. No.l will feature ss its lead story a noveletie by Jack
Wodhams titled "Anchor Man", as well as “The Veult" by Damien Broderick and
"Around The Corner Ie Too Far" by Eric Harris. Unless negotiatione fall
through at the last moment, it will be distributed by the Transworld Circ—
ulation Company Limited of Bngland throughout the English-speaking world (ex-
cepting the United States). Phil Harbottle, the editor, and Ron Orasham, the
publisher, who 3s travelling to England especielly for the purpose, will be
addressing the Oxford Science Fiction Conference on their publishing plans.
during Baster. John Foyster, Ken Slater and Franz Rottensteiner have been
retained as Austrslian, British and Continental reviewers respectively for the
ragazine, and John Bangeund, the Australian editor, of P.0. Box 109, Ferntree
CGully, Vietoria 3156, is looking for manuscripts suitable for publiocation.

The British retail price, I understand, will be 5 shillingsy I wonder what the
Ausiralisn price will be?

Another professional stf magezine, NEW WORLDS, has a new editor. James Sallis
has succeeded the controversial Hichael I‘oorcock, it is reported.
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A new fortnightly magazine of politioal oomment ana satire, BROADSIDE, has been
published in Helbourne. It is published by David Syme & Company Ltd (publishers
of THE AGE), and is priced st 150. As from the second issue, 20th llarch, 1969,
it carries s regular strip entitled Fabula, The Super Secretary (from the Great
Typing Pool in the Sky). Pabula is secretary to Prime Finister John Grey, who
is beseiged by such enemies os Blaok Mack and ... well, you get the pioture.

It ie by Gerald Carr, who I underatood at one stage was working on one of the
*fantastic* features for the mythicel OPUS No.3. The edlitor of the magazine
has approached Sydney comice fan John Ryan for a 2,000 word article on the
comics. All in all, a fascinatinz new magzazine.

A new representative of the literary estate of the late Cyril Kormbluth has
been appointed. He is Robert P, Mills. A oollection of Kormbluth's Cecil
Corwin stories, entitled THIRTEEN O'CLOCK AND OTHER DEADLINES, is being compiled
by James Blish.

During the 1968 oilrculation year {generally Ooctober, 1967 to September, 1968),
there were ninety issues of the variocus American solence fiction mazazines ...
one less thar in 1967. ANALOG, GALAXY, and IF galned in ociroculation while the
MAGAZINE OF FANTASY & SCIENCE FICTION, AMAZING and FANTASTIC all showed lomses.
ANALOG reported the biggest gain---6,000 copies, which brings the total to
100,863 per issue, and makes it still the largest selling sf magazine, 25,000
more tham GALAXY, the next largest seller. (Comics' ocilrculation figures are
nov appearing, too, although only the Disney figures have reached me so far.
The koy figure, that for WALT DISNEY'S COMICS & STORIES, is up slightly, re-
versing the trend of the past several years. 1967's figure was en average
311,242 per issue, with 298,598 for the issue closest to filing date; 1968's
is 312,930 aversge, 116,605 nearest. UNCLE SCROOGE is & remariksble 281,459
average figure, with 256,201 nearest as compared with 1967's 279,492 average,
247,884 nenrest---particularly amazing considering that the departure of Carl
Barks only took effect in this year. I haven't seen the figures for other
comios groups, but understand that there are small gains for most Marvels, and
that BATI;MN has lost what for other titles might be the total eirculstion—-
272,250,

The Newberry Award, described as Amerioa's most prestigious award for children's
literature, has been won for 1968 by Lloyd Alexander. Alexander's book is THE
HIGH KING, the fifth and finsl book in a series of fantasies set in the king-
dom of Prydain.

The 14th anvmual conference of the Science Fiction Writers of America will be
held at Madeira Beack, Florida (instead of Milford, wkere it is usually held)
this year, from 7th to 14th Jume. Tke Science Fiction Tiriters of America is
the organization that presents the anmal "Nebula" award.

Another English muthor, Mervyn Peske, writer of THE GORMENGHAST THILOGY, has
died. He was 5] years of age nt his death, on 17the November, 1968. He hed
suffered from encephalitis for ten years.

Beird Searles, ¢/- WBAL, 30 Enst 39th Street, New York, F.Y. 10016, seeka in-
formation for record purposes on the identity and whereabouts of the pseudonym—
ous "Jgne Besunclerk" who had two stories published in FASF Pive years ago.



11 »* THE NEY FOREBRUNNGR WUFMBER THREE PACE ELEVEN #*+ 11

The book STAND ON ZANZIBAR by sf author John Brunner is the subject for dis-
cuseion at the 1969 Conference of the Modern Language Associated, chaired by
Dzle Mullenm. It is published in New York by Doubleday. (Fy tbanks for the
last few itens to Pat Terry, who kindly heeded my request for science-fiction-
oriented news items from those sifans whs had been complalning of their laok
in NF, It wasn't Pat who supplied with BATI'All’s virculation loss, no.)

ERip Kirby writer, Fred Dickenson, visited Australis last month. “Kirby ie
ageless, a dashing, determined, indomitable character, a bachelor, a globe-
trotter. He has his own walet, Desmond, and en apartment on Fifth Averme,"

he¢ sald in an interview. "I'm 60---but through Xirby I oan do ANYTININGS"
Dickenson said that Kirby mey oome to Australia, now that he bas done some re-
search into the environment. "He may bave to bring his own villain," he said,
"It would hardly be fair to have him capturing Avstralian oriminals under the
very nose of the local police.™ "Will local people feature in such an advent~
ure?" asked one reporter, Rosemary lunday. "Finding new names ls always s
problen,” answered Dickenson playfully. "How is it you spell yours?" *“I

won't turp up as his wife,” commented Kiss lunday later. " Rip is a bachelor,
and as long ae I have anything to do with it, he'l) stay that way,® Fred said.
'He's been in love e few times, but I'm holding him in hiz liberty. Fictional
heroes are never the same vwhen they marry,'" About 463 newepspers around the
wordd carry Rip Kirby in 12 languages to 80 milliun resders. The strip was
"ereated" in 19my the great Alex Raymond, who died in a oar emash ten years
later. Unexplained is the noticesble and always-pointed-out resemblance between
Rip from the very start and Dickenson, who is not supposed to have been oconnect-
ed with the strip et first-——since Rayrond is supposed to have created it alone.
"Today," says Mies Munday’s report in an amusing but no doubt unintentional
reference to another aspect of the strip, "author and artist seldom mest.™

lost of the strip (apart from Jobn Prentice's signature) has been ghosted for
sore time now---by such as Al Williamson, for exasple.

Are there rny old radio serial fane in the audience? TYou have a kindred epirit
in former pop star Johnny Tillotson, a recent visitor to Sydney. In an inter-
view, he zdmitted to being a collector of old radie serizl priszes.

Vintage copies of the boys® book, CEUMS, sre selling in Sydney for between $3
and 84, reports a Sydney Sunday newspsper. And in most cases, according to a

a snckesman for the seoondhand bookxshap Ashwoods, says the newspaper, the buyers
are ‘hostalgic sld gentlemen". One of the owners of 4shwoods is quoted as saylng,
"They are s¢ scarce they have become colleotoris ltems. We have about half a
dozen copies in ths bound annual form dating back to 1925. WHe got these from

a men who was going to live overseas., But we den't normally zet more than one
a year. People who buy these old coples of CAUNS say they take pride of place
in their libraries. They look upon them as a prestige book. They are very
ruch in demard, but the supply just isn’t there." The old volumes, now musty
smelling and yellowed contain more than 800 peges and 40 years ago sold in
Sydney for 12/6. "It was good value and great reading," said one of the "nogt—
elgic old gentlemen" interviewed at Ashwocds.

A second PACIFIC BOOK OF AUSTRALIAN SCIEKCE FICTION is contemplated, I under—
atand. And there is spparently a series of books assooiated with VISION OF
TOHORROY.
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The book, THE DiSNEY VERSION, alternativeiy titled WALS DISNEY, by Hichard
Sochickel, has received a lot of rublicity in Austrelia of late. While it is
certainly a book of great interest {I'm hoping to obtain a copy), readers
ghould be warned against sccepting all itsesys without = very large grain of
salt. Its prime purposs is the tearing down, ac best Schickel can, of the
Disney image of paternal benevloence and replaocing it witk an image of Disney
produots as cheap and nasty and mass-produced and Disney hinself as a money-
grubbing despot. Certainly there is something to be said for these latter
propositions, but they are far from the whole pioture, and Schiokel presents
them as the whole picture. In other words, beware.

Another book of interest to comice fang, THE PENGUIN BOOK OF COMICS, is back

on sale all over Australia after having been out of print for mlmost a year.
Even if you don't want to buy it (it's $4.30), it's certainly worth a look.

I would not necessarily agree that all the things loosely described as "oonics!
in the early chapters really were, but for plenty of information ahout the
sncestors of the modern comics, and things sbout the much-neglected British
comice that you never realized-—-—as well as the answer to the quesiion: just
how broadminded did newspapers carrying the Jane strip have to be?~—THE PENGUIN
BOOK OF COMICS cannot be beat. George Perry and Alan Aldridge are the authors.

The February issue of PLAYBOY was on ssle this week all over Sydney-——the first
iseue since September’s last year. Naturally, it was also the least polit-
joally controveraial issue mince then. Now that the U.S. cover price has gonse
up from 75€ to 1, the Australian price has risen from $1 to $1.10---which
ain®t bad. And Little Annie Famny is in this issue-—-fun, fun, fun. (See if
that doesn't convert you to comics, Bruce (Glllespie!) This brings the total
of PLAYBOY issues since the the first release in 1967 to eight available-—
Septembexr and December, 1967, Jamwary, February, March, May and September,

1968 and February, 1969. Ten have been bauned in that time.

Sticking with the subject for a moment, we see that the Customs have lately
come under from several sources.

Sculptress Daphne Mayo compared Customs methods with those cof Nazi QGeruany,
following a raid onm her home on 5th Harch. The Queensland Collector of Customs,
Mr Reid, apologizing on the 8th, said that anonyuous information which led to
the raid on the previous Wednesday had not been checked beforehand. The in-
formant gave her address in Highgate Hill, Brisbane, and said there would be
an exhibition of pornogrsphic material there. DMembers of the raiding party,
however, were unaware wko lived there. Hiss Mayo is a former (Queensland Art
Gallery trusteo and is listed in WHO'S WHO, the book of Australian VIPs.

The raid on her fashionable home and studio took place at 10 p.m. WMiss Mayo
alleged that the leader, a plain~clothes Customs officer, repeated several
times, “Open the door or I'1ll smash it in." The man wes alone, but ten others,
including nine policemen, appeared from various hiding places around the house.
They searched the house and adjoining studio for 20 rimtes, but found nothing.
lisg layo is reported to have said, "I fesl like taking this a2ll the way to
Canberrs. The whole thing is abzolutely shocking. The whole business reminded
me s0 much of Hitler's Germeny---the element of terror created by this great
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pack of men, the anonymous charge, the midnight kmocking on doors to search
premises ... " One of the rsiding party looked "more like a men who had come
to steal the milk money," Miss Mayo said, Her local member, Mr Killem (Ib.,
Horeton), said he would ask the Customs and Excise I'inister, Senator Scott,
for an explanation. The raid was an invasion of liss Eayols privaoy, he said.
"If Kiss layo is correct, en explanation must come from the Iinister, and I
wlll certainly see it does come."

In the Senate on 18th liarch, Senator Wheeldon {Labor, W.A.) waved a copy of a
marrisge guidance bookx which was banned last year after three years of sale.
e challenged the Minister for Customs, Senator Scott, to read sections of the
book and report whether he found himself depraved. The book, by Joan Mallison,
was a serious social study, Sensior Wheeldon said. It wes withdrawn from male
last August dy the Customs Department, yet it had been used for marriage guid-
ance by the Harriage Guidance Council of New South Yales. "Why has it been
banned?" asked the Senator. "If the answer is based on the grounds that it is
blasphemous, indecent or obscene, will the Minister be prepared to accept the
copy I have and read the offending sections? Will he tell us to what extent
he finds himself depraved?" The MNinister asked that the question be put on
notioe.

As a by-proluct of the Hoffman case, wide charges of malpractice, corruption and
general incompetence have been levelled at the Customs Department. The Fed-
eral ALP Caucus Brecutive has given the Leader of the Opposition in tke Senats,
Senator Murphy; full authority to gather faocts and {o mcve a censure motion

on Senator Scott vwhenever he thinks it advantagecus, following the revelation
that 77 Customs officials have been charged Por various offences in the past

two years. However, a departmentazl spokesman said that meny of the offences
were only "administrative", mostly carrying fines in the crder of 81.

In "And The Children Shall Lead" episode of Star Trek, It Uhura's "beat'w——

a figure in g mirrcr of her aged and diseased---was cut out ocompletely eavh time
it was shown. In "Is There In Truth lo Besuty?", there appeared to be a cut

as Larry [laverick experienced the agonies of watching the Medusan ambansador.
"Blaan of Troyius" seemed to get by without any cuts.

And Pr Willim, the NSW Chief Secretary, has said that he has no objection to
pornography—-as long as it's in the $9.75 hardbaok edition, and not the 504
paperback; indicating, in effect, a return by NSW censorship authorities to
the "intended or likely audience" test.

The last episcde of the televislon series The Avengers has been filmed. It has
been one of British commercial television’s most successful serles and a huge
export dollar earner. BPut this lzst series has flopped in America, faced with
massive competition from Rowan & Martin's Laugh-In and Gunsmcke. The speries
does not contimis to be an economically attractive proposition without the
American market, even though fantastically popular in 88 other countries, in-
cluding fustralia. (Which makes one wonder how they did for the several years
before the Americans took the series.) The final episocde, "Bizarre”, will be
seen in Britain in the northern spring. HNany viewers believed Steed would
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marry Tara, his third and last judo-and-kinky-boots girl friend-—which, of
course, is one excellent reason for him not doing so. Instead, Steed, Tara
and I"other end up in & rvocket. Tara mistalenly pushes s button in the control
room--~and the rocket fires off into space. Says Steed us they pass the moon,
"Well, we have had a good runi" The picture fades and comes the title: The
Vory ¥nd.

A new fandom that has been reported is a club for Edgar Wellaoe, who died 37
years ago last month; almost two generations away from James Bond and Napoleon
Solo. His books sre still earning £10,000 a year in royalties, mainly foxr hig
daughter Penelope, who is now 45, Wallace was a big money earner, but was a
big spender too, and left debts totalling £100,000 when he died. His widow, and
then his daughter, took on the job of paying off every penny. And in a few
years they had done it, for the world has never quite lost its sppetite for the
great storyteller who still has 50 books in print and who is still colleoting
£ilm and television oredits in dozens of lmnguages. The club ie organized by
Mise Wallace (who is married, but uses her maiden name for this sort of thing),
who has just produced her first "fanzine", it ie reported.

The schoolboy's hero, Sgt Bigglesworth, is flylng sgain. A pilot flew a £20,000
replica of a World War I Sopwith Camel for a six-mimute flight over Berkshire
for a test run. The plane was built for the first full-length film (there have
been ssveral television serials featuring Biggles) sbout the hero of 94 of the
anbout 150 books oreated dy the late Captain W.F. Johns. The flight was watched
by James Fox, the asctor who will play Biggles, who said "The flight was a thrill~
ing experience to watch. I hope very mich to be able to fly the Camel at some
stage.” He is to take his pilot's test shortly. The film, Bigzles Sweeps The
Skies, will be shot on location in Tunisia, Spain and Belgium later this yesar.
In the books, Biggles was a schoolboy who ran avey to Join the RFC early in
World War I, as I recall. After distinguishing himself, he beosme an adventurer
in the inter-War period, fought in the RAF during the Second World Wer, and
Joined Sootland Yard as a special investigator afterwards until Capt. Johna's
death in 1967.

Heanwhile, the new supervisor of school library services in Queensland, Mr
Bahnisch, has condescendingly said that lidbraries should keep "a few" Biggles
and Enid Blyton booke on their shelves. "Parents think librarisns who ban the
Blytons and Biggles are snobs," he said. "The main danger is not that children
should read Enid Blyton or Biggles. It is that they might read nothing else.
They are not very good as children's literature.” Of another type of litsrature,
Mr Bahnisch said, "A genuine type of literature for children. They should al}-
vays be made aware that the monsters and things in the tales are not real. But
the stories stimulate the child'e imagination." Ccmics? Oh, no. Those are
kis views on fairy tales. On comics he Baid, "I have nothing against entertain-
ment, but I don?t think they are necessary to our oivilization., I heard re-
cently-~-but not to my surprise-——-that many adult readers of oomics don't read
the text. They merely follow the pictures."

Yoah.

Isn't it wonderful what people-—even educated, responnible, and supposedly
fair-minded librarisng-—-will believe ... and repeat ... from hearsay?
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The Fred Bassett Sunday etrip in a national women's magazine has been getting
a big publicity build-up, comice fems will have noted. The magazine is THE
AUSTRALIAY WOLEN®S WEERLY, and the strip started in the 2nd April issue.
Frankly, the organization of it doesn't seem at 2ll exciting. The drop-out
panel in the first sequence, for example, should either have been dropped out
or put in 1te position as second last panel on the first line---not put next
to the logo.

Legislation to ensdle Sunday papersc to be publisbed in Melbourne, dy the way,
was passed through the Victorian Parliament last week. The firet issues are
due in July, I understand.

Fanzine news-~-the first issue of Bruce Gillespie's SCIENCE FICTION COMENTARY
arrived here the day after the last NF was mailed. It read very much like ASFE,
but it didn't look 1ike ASFR---and it wasn®t until then that I realized how
Aimportant looking like ASFR was {is) to ASPR. Still, if the layout and typo-
graphical problems cen be sorted out, a fanzine to watch! (I should talk about
typographical protlems ... NF 2 was downright embarrassing in the ferocity of
its typographicel errors; this issue is being typed at & more leisurely paced
and stould be more thoroughly proffread.) The official communique on SFC

from Bruce goes, “"Communiccotions between Ararat and the Ferntree Gully printer
sometimes prove difficult, but with a bit of patience and a few bank cheques,
8ll those who received Number One will receive Number Two. After that, a
letter of comment, article, chacue, or nothing. NEW FOREHISNER/SFC readers
are warned." Porty cents for one or §3 for a year's worth of SCIENCE FICTION
COMIENTARY ( a barzain rate!) can be had from Bruce R. Gillespie, P.0. Box 30,
Baochus Marsh, Victoria 3340. (Which is his postal address ... his residential
address is in Ararat, a long way away from there.)

THE MENTOR No.l5 is out, but hasn't reached me yet. 25c¢ to Ron Clarke, whose
address is on page T.

THE COSITIC DUSTBUG No.l0, with an incredible murber of attachments, has been
received from John Bangsund. It's a newsszine, it appears (several items in thie
¥P were, shall we ssy, borrowed from it), end a much more authoritative and—-—-
sadly---generally better-looking magazine than NF., It doesn't seem to be msome-
thing one oan subsoribe to, but if it should turn out ot be regular, perhaps NF
would be better to just quietly fold ...? John also mentions a publication
called SCIENCE FICTION NEWS No.l published by Canberra's Grshem Stone. All
this competition!

AUSTRALIAN SCIENCE FICTION REVIEY lives, eays John Bangsund (the very same).

It will be irregular and probably quite tiny after the forthcoming No.1l9, but
1t w1l contimie, ond that's the main thing. 406 each, $2.40 for six, and—--
as a special enticement offer-—-four issues (any two back issues, plus current-
issue Fo.18 and next-issue No.19) for §l. (Or those four and Fos.20-24 for $%.)

The next mailing of ANZAPA, ‘o round out the list of ourrent Australian fangines,
is due just after Easter. There are still ten places copen on the roster, and
new members will be welocomed. The main requirement for membership in this apa
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(the initials mtand for "Australian and New Zealand Amateur Publishing Assoo-
iation") is that you send thirty coples of six pages of material on any subject
(but preferably of interest to other members, please) to the central mailer, who
calls himself an Official Fditor, every six monthe (or more often if you wish;
there is a mailing every two months, and members are encouraged to contribute
to eaoh one if they can). The OE staples your contribution with other members!'
contributions together into one dbig fanzine and send out one copy of the com-
plete thing (called a "mailing") to each ber. Hash member pays $2 per year
to cover mailing coste and various other expenses that may crop up. The OE is
Leigh ¥dmonde, P.O., Box 74, Balaolava, Viotorias 3183, who will be glad to give
prospective members full details.

NERT ISSUE: For members of the SSFF, polioy statements from candidates for the
anmuzl election. For non-members, no drearily extensive conreport; I figure
that if your interest is great, you will either attend and find out all about
it in person, or at loast join as 2 non-attending memwber and get the offic-
ial Report in October, 1972. (Did I mention before that non-attending member—
ships cost $1? Well, they do.)

LR A S B R R R R R R B B IR R CRE NR AR R NE R R IR E I R IR R NE R S Y

THE FOLLOWING APPLY TO YOU AS CEECKED ...

{ )} You are a permanent recipient of all my publications (what did you do to
deserve that, you poor ...?)

() You are a member of the SSFF, According to my recoxds, your renewal ie
due on -

{ ) We wowld"Iike you to become a membor of the SSFF, Full membership is $3
yearly (or $1 quarterly, if you prefer), or $2 yearly for associate, postal,
or special (student) membership. Consider this & formal invitation.

() You are Ron Grecamy your very generous $2 oarries you through to No.l5,

if NF lests that long, and carriea my gratitudo a lot further than that.

You are & paid subseriber; your subscription expires with o, .

I would love to have you as a subscriber. This is a sample issue, end
further issues sre availsble at 15c each, 75¢ for five, postage included.
Note, though, that if you are contemplating joining the SSFF as any class
of member, a subscription to NF is one of the dubious benefits of that
membership.

( ) Your letter of comment or other acknovledgement puts you on the free list

for the time being, but I hope you'll want to subsoribe eventually.

( ) Can we arrange to trade publiocations, or would you rather trade subscription
noney?

( ) I would adore to be plugged in your publication.

(x) If none of the above are ticked, either you are getiing this issue ss a
favour or bribe or because your importance impresses me~--or you, like
myself, are s fanzine completist who doesn't like his copies marked.

{x) Or you bought this oopy from me at the Con, and I didn't have time to mark
anything. I hope you won't consider the 10c you paid Just another wasted
amount from the Con, and that you might consider subscribing in due course.

~
PN
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